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Emma returns to her childhood village, Campoverde Foggiano, after many
years. The rural village, once vibrant and full of life, is now a shadow of its
former self: abandoned farms, closed markets, and a steadily declining
population. Emma’s grandmother warmly welcomes her and takes her on a
walk through the village, explaining how many families were forced to leave,
unable to sustain themselves economically due to a lack of innovation and
resources. The overgrown fields and “For Sale” signs on once-thriving farms
weigh heavily on Emma’s heart, but her grandmother’s quiet hope ignites a spark
within her.

The situation becomes more troubling when Emma comes across a distressing
headline in the local newspaper: “Salvatore Scagliozzi: Developer Plans to Buy
Campoverde Foggiano.” Scagliozzi, a wealthy and ruthless entrepreneur,
intends to turn the village into a luxury resort, disregarding its agricultural
roots. Her grandmother reveals that some desperate farmers have already
sold their land to Scagliozzi for a pittance. Outraged, Emma vows to fight for
the village’s future.

At a village assembly, the mayor and residents express their despair over an
uncertain future, fearing that Campoverde may disappear entirely. Emma
proposes applying for European funds, specifically through the initiative “A
Long-term Vision for the EU’s Rural Areas – Towards Stronger, Connected,
Resilient, and Prosperous Rural Areas by 2040”. Her proposal is met with
skepticism from some residents, wary of the lengthy and complex
bureaucratic process, but Emma reassures them, offering to personally lead
the application process. Her determination rekindles a new hope in the
community.



While Emma and her grandmother work tirelessly on the challenging task of
preparing the funding application, Scagliozzi spreads false information,
claiming that European funds are unreliable and cannot save the village. His
propaganda shakes the confidence of some residents, but Emma, bolstered by
her grandmother's unwavering support, refuses to give up. After weeks of
hard work, an initial rejection, and revisions, the European funding is finally
approved. Emma announces the news with excitement, and the village erupts in
joy.

Shortly after, Emma receives an invitation to represent Campoverde at the
prestigious European "Organic Day" competition in Brussels. Seeing this as a
chance to showcase the village’s potential, Emma and her grandmother create
an innovative recipe: panzerotti, made with organic wheat and locally grown
tomatoes. Despite setbacks, such as equipment failures and last-minute
challenges, Emma’s presentation at the competition wins over the judges. The
recipe takes first prize, bringing international fame to Campoverde Foggiano.

With the funding and newfound recognition, the village begins to transform:
solar panels and irrigation systems are installed, abandoned farms are
restored, and the once-empty market square comes back to life. Tourists
start visiting Campoverde to enjoy its organic food and rich cultural
heritage, while younger generations begin to see a future in staying rather
than leaving.

Defeated, Scagliozzi leaves the village, while the community celebrates their
victory and a fresh new beginning.



Welcome to the small, quiet
village of Campoverde

Foggiano. 
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Here

It’s so quiet… 

what happened 

to this place?

After years away, Emma
returns to 

Campoverde Foggiano, the
village  she once called 

“home”.



Grandma
concetta!

I’ve
missed
you so
much!

Emma!
Over here!

Most people
moved away.
There’s no
work left

here.

where is
everyone?



... now it’s like a
ghost town...

Emma remembers how the
Campoverde once was—

full of life and joy,
Children playing in the
square, the market is

bustling, and the fields
are green and thriving



Why are they 

like this?

After having left the
luggage at home,

emma and concetta
visit the market

The irrigation

system is too old.

We can’t grow

enough.

Without money orinnovation, wecan’t compete



The dreams of
Campoverde’s
families, left

behind.

We tried to hold
on, but there

wasn’t enough to
make a living.

the day
after....

This was our

farm… I can still

remember how

alive it was.



Salvatore Scagliozzi:
Developer Plans to

Buy Campoverde
Foggiano

what?? salvatore
scagliozzi wants to

buy campoverde
village? we have to

stop him!

We’re running out of

options. If we don’t

act, Campoverde
Foggiano will
disappear.

lunch...

The village gathers
to discuss its

uncertain future.

What about European

funds? the ‘Long-term

Vision for the EU’s Rural

Areas – Towards

Stronger, Connected,

Resilient, and Prosperous

Rural Areas by 2040’?

supports villages like
ours.

This program supports

innovative farming,

renewable energy, and

connecting rural
communities.

We can’t give up just

because it’s difficult.

This is our chance to

rebuild.



Isn’t that program
for big towns?

later in the morning
emma works on the

application with
granma concetta.

It sounds

complicated…

coming from a

little child sounds

arrogant

Now I am
intrigued...
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Stronger,

Connected,

Resilient, and

Prosperous...

who couldthat be?



Yo
u think Euro

pean

funds w
ill save this

place? That’s a pipe

dream
. 
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Good evening,

ladies. I heard

you’re trying to

save the village.

W
e don’t need your

help and w
e are not

selling. Go aw
ay, m

r

Scagliozzi!



We’r
e r

unning out of

time. I
f w

e d
on’t act,

Campover
de F

oggiano

will
 disappea

r.

later this
afternoon

scagliozzi might
be right… how
can we trust

this will work?

If you’re so sure,
Emma, then

prove it.

“EU grants: delays,
denials, and dead ends”!

Maybe selling is
the safestoption...



granma!
we made

it!

emma receives a
call. Her

application has
been granted.

byebye
salvatore!

a new dawn
for

campoverde!

This is the

hope we

needed.

people!
The EU approved
our funding! we
are officially a

part of the
Long-term Vision
for Rural Areas!



some weeks later,
emma receives a
formal envelope

emma,
breakfast
is ready!

We’ve been invited
to represent

Campoverde at
the Organic Day
Competition in

Brussels!

This is your chance to show

the world what

Campoverde can do.

Let’s create a product

that represents the best

of Campoverde!



Local
Ingredients +

Innovation...

what better place
to brainstorm than

the market?

what about a mix
of pizza andcalzone?

Th
is

 r
em

in
d
s 

m
e

o
f 

w
he

n 
yo

u

w
er

e 
li
tt

le
.

I missed this kitchen
and cooking with
you. it is not like
that in peschici.



Look at the
belly- full of
mozzarella
and tomato
sauce. Let’s

call it..
panzerotto!



The day of the
competition

arrives.

This looks
incredible. What’s
the story behind

it?

This recipe uses ancient
grains and local
tomatoes, grown

sustainably thanks to EU
funding.

Emma showcases
her panzerotti at
the campoverde

stall

Judges approach
Campoverde’s

stall

i say let’s
give it a taste

Th
e f

la
vo

r is

outs
ta

nding. It
’s

sim
ple

 yet
 unique.

little girl
can cook...



later, at the
award ceremony

And the winner of the

Organic Day

Competition is…

Campoverde Foggiano!

thank you granma

and thank you

campoverde for

trusting me!
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Campoverde Foggiano
becomes a model for

rural innovation.

We’re finallymovingforward.

planting
trees is fun!
thank you

emma 

Tourists explore
Campoverde’s revitalized

square. Shops have reopened,
and a new market bustles

with activity

Solar panels, new
irrigation systems...

this is what
campoverde’s up to.



meanwhile scagliozzi,
long beard and
disappointed...

campoverde
was

supposed to
be mine!

onto the
next

village...
you’ll be

mine!



we made it,

granma...we

saved

campoverde
We gave the

village a

new dawn.



The end
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